— Musica Dei donum
(Music, gift of God)

SSATTB Chorus

Latin Text
From:Cantiones Sacragl594) Orlando di Lasso(1532-1594)
Transposed up a tone; Edited by Vivian James
Original note values halved Engraved by Michael Johnson
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Translation:

Music—gift of God most high—

enchants both men and gods.
Music calms turbulent spirits

and soothes sad souls.
Music even animates the

very trees themselves and
enraptures raging wild beasts.

Notes:

Lasso's renowned skill at matching words to music is well illustrated
in this beautiful piece which positively glows with quiet intensity of
meaning. Indeed, it could be regarded as any musicaaoin
answer to the questiokVhat use is music to anyone?

Try to set a deliberately relaxed and spacious tempo—depending, of
course, on the size and acoustic of the performance setting. A sense of
shimmering timelessness should pervade the work in performance.

V. J.



